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NEEDED GAS LEGISLATION. ‘

It is evident that any effective legislation to restrain
Gas Trust in its encroachments on the rights of con-|

; Wt of statutes to prevent their repetition.
A first step must be the repeal of the provision in the
\rter which ties the hands of the officials charged with
 ‘duty of enforcing the law against the offending cor-
ns.
& In the matter of the test of gas for purity the Com-
sstoner is directed to “inspect the illuminating gas as
pently as he may think best”—provided that it is not
ne frequently enough to accomplish any good.
y rﬁ 18 empowered to fine the company—but only after
ool of three successive violations of the law, and then
Iy to the modest amount of $100.
A ¢ {8 given authority to fit up a gas-inspecting labora-
—provided that he can persuade the Board of Esti-
‘to allow him an appropriation for the purpose,
hieh he cannot.
Plain justice to the public demands the removal of
absurd restrictions and the substitution therefor
if'a provision granting the Commissioner authority to
) against the offending ‘companies whenever the
! ' es warrant it and to do so without fear or
"orm with a direct view to the consumers’ interests.
Thus, the Commissioner should be empowered to test
h ."l whenever complaints sufficient in number are
sdged with him, and he should be authorized to make
s tests as often and as unexpectedly as desired. He
yuld be vested with powers akin to those of the Bank
afner, which would enable him to pry into the inner
pocesses of gas manufacture and to make a minute
2 mination of its mechanical methods.
i This 18 demanded if there is truth in the charge that
¢ ® companies have Leen accustomed to force air into
Wl mains. The “thinning"” process, as it {8 called, is al-
iged to be in use among all dishonest companies; if so,
f a practice to which a speedy end should be put.
' Provision should also be made for giving the con-
sumer exact information about the state of his meter.
~ Whenever the meter Is Inspected % memorandum of the
reading of the dial should be furnished him with which
may compare the figures of previous readings.
- '[/A regular procedure should be established for the set-
yment of bills in dispute and the customer given some
wourse against the company's threat to turn off his gas
1 to declare his deposit forfeited if payment is re-

"

/' And in general the status of the gas companies’ cus-
& should legally be made that of the customers of
K business concerns—a condition the gas consumer
been far from realizing.

THE DANGER UNCHANGED.

Much wag said after the Newark trolley disaster about
one's criminal negligence in failing to provide a
il"” switch at the Clifton avenue crossing. Such a
ution, it was pointed out, would have prevented the
ent by the interposition of a substitute accident of
seriousness—that is, the car skidding down hill on
the fcy ralls could have been thrown from the track and
[ up! and its passengers badly jolted, but at least the
g ing horror would have been averted. This is a
tion of the ‘‘derail,”” the mute but vigilant guardian
‘& lof dangerous crossings.
B30 Well, in the ten days that have since elapsed it has
wnﬁpmnpﬂ three times that a trolley car not under control
~has forced its way by the gates on to the Lackawanna
" s tracks at this or at some other similar grade crossing. In
#% one of these dangerous situatfons the motorman, think-
2 ing quickly in an emergency, made a hairbreadth escape
from collision with a train by putting on full power and
.y Gashing out of danger.
‘s Where was the ‘‘derail?” Does it take more than a
W ‘week to install one? It seems that now that the horse is
stolen they have not even taken the trouble to lock the
arn door. Instead there is a foolish ordinance by the
wark Board of Works requiring Lackawanna trains to
1 gtop at all trolley crossings.
~ o It i8 mot necessary to overlook what responsibility
“$his road had in the disaster to regard this proposed
.}.ldin( up of its fast trains and the resulting incon-
) ence to thousands of commuters as lawmaking as

gbjectionuble as it is silly.
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CERTIFICATES FOR NURSES,

7 A very meritorious legislative bill introduced by Sen-

RE N

g 4 ator Elsberg and Assemblyman Armstrong provides for

W ;{m State registration of nurses and the issuance to them,
: %Lfgz the end of a satisfactory course of instruction in a

school, of regents' certificates serving as di-

It 18 a bill which, in Dr, Japneway's words,

' ‘enable the physician to distingulsh between com-

t members of the profession and simple, kindly

o 'At present a nurse who has spent a few weeks in a/
vate hospital and provided herself with e uniform is/
actically on a par with one of genuiné hospital uxperl-:
and of real competence. The two years' training!
widch the bill in question makes obligatory before quali-
fieation for e certificate will end this injustice to the|
4 g deserving nurses and raise membership in their
profession to a single high standard, |
‘many diseases at present treated, in typhoid par-"
arly, careful nursing is of almost as vital importance
patient’s welfare as medical attendance. The ad-|
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THE OLD MAID, -

i Van Vors: and Mr, Rovert J. Buraette are at
o pegarding the importance to the world of old maids,
Burdette’s contention that we could not do without
a8 much to commend It Lo acceptance,

L bt the mothers of twelve children do their dut

L

y
slety and deserve the letters they may get from

‘The spioster, in 2 more limited sphere, re-
. on her sex. Hers Is frequently a vipened
b been lmpossibie Lo her sister because of
| respon bilities, and & maturtty of charm with-
Iines | that is most attrective. Milliner and
5 koey her young. Bhe has few

6%}: s es the bal-
L T

1
B +
for i
.

‘lhup to-day,
What eas It about?
Two atale buns got fresh,

of a more uniform efliciency in nurses thus be-| of them bLeing 100 old 20 work ‘*con-

”mlugmd to the lethal chamber of the
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ARDENT ALGY PLANS A SURPRISE--
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g/, 1—Ah! There comes Maudie, I'll step 2—When she passes I'll rush out and 3 Here she comes! I would know her 4-Hello! Maudle, dear! b—! ! 1 ! l———1 ] 6—That couldn't have bheen Maudie.
@ around the corner of the fence, and embrace her. gtep In a thousand,
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THE OLD @ DOC SELTZER VISITS THE AQUARIUM. $l°
s Y
OKES' @ +| ARE HUSBANDS A DETRIMENT ?
v ’
O “
HOME. |i . o O
@ 2| Do They Debar Women from Careers?
By Roy L. McCardell. . & 1
& By Harriet Hubbard Ayer.
®
® YOUNG girl who is earning a good salary and is, as
3{ she frankly eays, ambitious to get on, and unwilling to
: 5:\ give up her business career, asks if I think a husbafl °
;/' % |In her case will be a handicap. ‘Do you think,” she says
b 4 : nalvely, “that I stand as good a chance to do my best work
é{ \:,\ and get to the top of my profession, married as single.”
? o To tell you the truth, my dear girl, I don't think a mere
p 4 < | husband wou!d stand in your way long. Yor it Is eﬂdﬂ
’:) that you care more for getting on in your business than for ’
® balng the wife of any man.
s Such baing the case, 1 should be truly sorry for the mam
whom you marry. &
He would have to play second nddle with a vengeance—

Arrest This Facaped Inmate on

Sight,
Why does & hen lay an egg?

Berause she can't lay a éorner-stone,
HERE is one flaw én our aystem of
T kindly restraint.

‘who have been I[nmates of the Home
since its Inception take advantage of op-
portunities to escape,

We notify all members of the Soclety
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Humor
to apprehend the old jokes whose plc-
tures are given below and bring them
back to the Old Jokes' Home.

Weber & Fields Nelease an 014 Ser-
vitor.
Prof. Josh M. A. Long:

Feeling that in your dnetitution better
care could be taken of a faithful old
Joke that formerly worked for ug in
vaudeville, but of recent years we have
pensioned and kept secluded, we here-
by send it to the Old Jokes’ Home, per
gmbutance. Very truly,

WEBER & FIDLDS.
THE WEBERFTELDS PENSIONER.

‘T hear your father ds dead. What 9

was the complaint?”

‘*There was no complaint,
body was satiaflied.”

Awsks for Incineration.
Prof. Josh M. A. Long:

Please take these jokes into the Eome
and instruct the nurse to give them
careful treatment, as they wre on tire
verge of collapse. If they should not
survive Xindly have them oremated ®o
they will be done away with forever
more:

Every-

A man named Tittte was walking down | ¢

the street, He saw two ladles coming
out of a house. He followed them.
What time of the day does this repre.
sent?

Answer—A Little after two,

Two people meat on the street. One
szye: ‘You are my son, but I'm not
your father." Who was it?

Answer—Hls mother,

Wihat is

A man comes from Germany,
he?

Anmswer—A German,

If he comes from France what #s he?

Angwer—A. Frendhaman.

If he comes from Ireland what is he?

Answer—A policeman ¢wo dave after
he lands. GRORGE AL GRANT,

No. 6% Tenth avenue.

A Danch from Dayomnne.
Prof. Josh M, A. Long:
Why I8 a chicken on a fence llke a
penny! (Because ity head is on one side
and Its tall on the other.

What is the difference between & well-
dressed lady and a butcher?
The lady dresses to kMl
utcher kills to dress,

There was a fight up In the baker

and the

b

B. DWYER,

Meanwhile Good Werk Goes On,
Thanks are due the following friends
of the Home for sending dn good old
jokes that have been long at large with-
out visible means of support. Several

tinuously'’' any more: George W, Day;
Exl Parker, of 667 East One Hundved
and Fifty-first sireet; Edna Reld Dufr,
| No. 25 West Ninety-slghth street: A, 1.
M., No. 18 Togun wireet, Brookivw . D
Clark, no address; Frank A, Smith,

| ¥Nthelr, N, ¥Y.: J. Theodore Murphy,
No. 174 Bast One Hundred and Beventh
sireet: B J. Pelkan, No. 5 West One

1t (s that jokes| S
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THATS THE
FUNNIEST JRY
T EVER SAW,

@

O

THRTS.THE FUNNIEST
FISH I EVER SAW. J
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Some of the Best
Jokes of the Day.

USELESS TRANSFER.

Conducbor (to dejected-looking man as
he inds & strap)—I1 can’t take this trans-
fer.

Dejected-Looking Man—-Why not?

Conductor—-Hecause 1t'a too old. It's
punched for 10.30, and here it is 3 o'clock.

Dejocted-looking Man—I know. LUve
been waltling for tae car—~Chicago Itec-
ord-Herald,

—

NOT HIS FAULT.

Captious Peqwon—How can you recon-
clle such a thing with your consclence?
You contribute Lo the missionary cause,
and yet you sell idols to the heathen!

Fhiladelphla Manufacturer—They are
billed as dolls. I can't help It, ean I, If
the heathens make 1dols of them?--1*hil-
Adelphia FPross,

HIS OWN EXPERIENCE.

“Remember,” sald the man who takes

Itlundred and Blevtith stree; George
Vallette, No. 81 Clark street; S8am Kerr,
|_\'u. 440 West Twenty-elghth street, and
many others,
| For the Lethal Chamber,
Trof. Josh M. A leng

| respectfully apply for the admission
of the antedlluvian Irishman who mis-
l!ook the anchor for a pick, the anti-
wood-sawing tramp and the semdle Lone.
1oonohurn commulter. These three un-
lrununtn might appropriately be con-

a solemn view of life, “that uUme s
money,"”
| "“That's right," answered Senator
| Sorghum. "One of the most helpful in-

:«‘meuln of my career was a contract to
put in & town clock whille I was a mem-
pber of the Board of Aldermen.” —Wash-
Ington Star,

ECCENTRICITIES,
Gunner—I see they bedecked a gouat
with ribbons and roses at Newport,
Guyer—Who did? 9
Gunner—The cream of soclety,

st once o ROJ DALl
Artiliery, ¥ort Hamlion.

A
!

Guyer—H'm! then 1 suppose the goat
o was Lhe “butier of soclety,'—Ohicago
Nowa,

}

| HOME FUN FOR WINTER EVENINGS.

N

TRICK WITH THREE COINS,

Ask some one to give you three 8i-cent
Lay two of them down, say &

pleces.
fAnger-length
Now for the

1 part

trick, which 1s really

a trick, but merell u test of one's ability
one's eve,
says the IMillydephia North American,

A0 measure distances with

It is this: Ask Your friend to set the third

quarter down where he thinks It ought | mulis

0 lle, s0 that the Inside distance be- Wit
twzen It and one of the other quarters opera? Wi
will be the same as the outside distance | yop oo (o

Detween the olther two quarters

This looks sasy cnough to 4o, but your
priged when you show
them how far from correet thelr meas-

friends will be su

urement was
- —

PUZZLF INNUMBERS.
The dog that's standing in this gate

Weigas twenty pounds and half his own

welght
ifow-much that (s to figure out

Will cpuse you trouble, I have ne doubt,
orth ;i v

Wihat Is

lur Arc and

| Orleuns.

What is

two?
| What |Is

Manila?

not | unpopular
Why lsn'
spends Ity

Why are

When is

In whag

{of gopher wood, the other was Mald of

ohicken with one wing and one with
A difference of (a) o-pinion,

| before singing? Breath,

Why Is Cupld a poor marksman? He
Is always making Mrs. (mlsses),

Why do most girls like ribbons? They
think the beaux becoming.

What gir)l enigh have killed Dewey at
Dinah might (dynamite).
Why 1s & Dlacksmith's apron llke an

Hecause they understand managing the

animals

she i1s & good-looking (g) lass.
Whet is 4 button?
is always coming off,

with aone eye? When he has a vacancy
for a pupll

love be mmade?

Why is & sheel of postage stamps Hke
disiant relatives?
only sighuy connected:

MO0, Mpaetn )0 oo

CONUNDRUMS, THE MAGIC CANDLE.

the difference between Joan
Noah's ark? One was made

the difference between a

the greatest thing to take

A candle 1s placed in the

lighted
e*ntre of a table and two players are
stood, one on each side of the table,

girl? 1t keeps the sparks off.
Lt the moon rich? Boeeause It
quarters getting full,

¥irls good posi-office clerks?

and then blindfolded, They are then
turned round three times and told to
blow out the candle—{§ shey can,

THE POTATO RACE PROBLEM.

Jimmy, Jacky and Jason ran a potato
race. Each one had vwenty-five pola-
toes to pick wp, says the Philadeiphla
North  American,  The potatogs were
Wing at intervals of five feet in three
pavaliel rows, How many potatoes were
there In all? How many feet from pos
tato No, 1 to prlato No, & in each
row? If every potato In each row had

are admitted
te kids,
& givl ke a mirror?

to the

When
A smadl event that

a schoolmaster like a man

key should a declaration of
Be mine ah! (B minor,)
that row and lald down with the first
potato, how many fest did each boy

Hecause thoy are
have to run before he got through? If

Why can the world never/come te an | Jimmy Sould run 3% fest & vue minute,
sadt A ) e L 1

E & 4

to be carrted clear back to the head oﬂ

and frem the very beginning, too,

Anything that diverts you or distracts your attentiom »
from your work will impede yvour prozress.

But what do you want with a husband 1f you care more |
forr your business future than for a home and a man's love
and protection? A !

There are many happy married men and women who are
both money-earners, but they have as a goal the establish-’
ment of a home, where finally the wife is to rest and her
husband is to have the double pleasure of hiz own domestio
happiness and his wife's release from the routine and drudg- e
ery of work.

When a man and woman work for a united aim—when,
after a long day of honest toll, they meet as lovers 'to enfoy
the confidence and happiness of each other's compnnlmu
the husband is no handicap.

His love and sympathy are the reward and compensation
to the wife for the many petty tyrannies and annoyances of
the daily wage-carner's life.

But you are quite self-sufficing—you do not in the least
need a man to protect you or comfort you. You have not
even time to speak of love as a factor in your proposed mar-
riage. }
a.gu“ are entlirely absorbed in your personal outlook,

It @sems to me you should glve the other side of the
question a littie thought.
What about the man you are discussing as husband and '
handicap. A husband has a right to some little considera~
tion, and his liappiness or misery are of importance to him

f to no one else.

: What sort of a wife can a girl make who cold-bloodedly:
disqusses her future husband as a possible nuisance while
she 1s supposed to be at the most romantic period of hed
aoguaintance with him?

The woman who thinks her husband may prove & detrh P
ment to her would better stay single. '\'

Husbands are easler to escape altogether than to suppress /
once acquired. ! -

Of course, there are husbands and husbands. Some of
them like to work for their wives, and are never so happy
as when they turn over thelr week's salary to the small
hands that are often such surprisingly active money
ependeors,

There are others who dearly love to ses thelr wives work.

They are, in fact, so unselfish that they are more ame
bitious to see thelr wives succeed in life than they are to |
work themselves,

Suech a husband would best sult you if you feel that you
ought to have a husband at all,

Seriously, I do not think married women with home dutles
and home ties can be as successful in business as women whe
are thoroughly independent. .

A business 'woman cannot be a good or thorough house-
keeper,

It is frequently sald of well-known writers or professional
women that they are the most excellent housekeepers,

But T know, and so must many other women who have ¥
heen both housekeeper and bread-earner, that a consclentious
business woman must concentrate her working day on hes
work, whatever It may be.

If you take elght or nine hours out of a housekeeper's day
each day of her life how can you expect her to compete witlyf
the woman who has nothing to divert her thoughts ¢rom hes
home and her famlly, and who has all her time for her self
imposed tasks of loving thought and provision for her hnes
band and children?

A business woman is In a hurry in the mornings before ‘.
leaves home. Y

Bhe 1s tired and nerve-frazzled usually when ber aay's
work is done,

How can she keep the domestic machinery rutning
smoothly If she Is never at the engine?

T have sald a good many times before marriage is enly
justifiable when love sanctifies it. You are mot in love, 1€
you were you would never have mentioned husbands ‘ng
handicaps In the same sentence.

our own future Is what you love best,

Therefore, you will be happler and one man will

much misery if you remaln singie. witl te savell

! A MISSISSIPPI PACKET. J
§ |

I wish I could make 1t plain how wonderful a being s the
sleamboat. She has a romance clinging to her every timben :
and the blood of the thoroughbred in her velns, Into her g
the engines of dead-and-gone river racers, and the treasured
reoas—sweet<toncd bells, paintings, bits of bric-a-beme—of fuv s
mous steamers of the past. Cabins, worthy because of :
heauty or stanchness, descend from generation to Smeoras
tlon. Her mame oftentimes stands for wife, deughter, olde
time sweotheart, lfe-long friend, writes Willls Gibson -
January Scribner's, / s

Nobly #he does her work. As & rule the packet steamboas ‘
tgavels at least 25,000 miles in a year. Landing, she does mot
float smoothly into & deep-water slip as does the ocean Hnes;
she has 10 grind through sand, stumble over rocks, buffet
agalnst banks and wharves. In time of storm she does mos
have miles of space In which to manoeuvre; she k& cooped up
at the wind's mercy, with nine-tenths of her bulk above
water, In & channel sometimes not wide enough to turn about
in,

Her powers of resistance are remarkable, When T Ukened
to a ghost that 8t. Louls packet which I first boarded at 8t,
Paul. there was more than mere fancy In the words. Thus
far in hor lifetime she had been once wweoked In & cycions,
onoe sunk by a drawbridge, once sunk upos &

&

1

o

Ingt nocident losing almost her entire tom.
but 1t o
F kit 0 SR




